
 

January 20, 2022 

 

The Honorable Katherine C. Tai 

United States Trade Representative 

Office of the United State Trade Representative 

600 17th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20508 

 

Dear Ambassador Tai: 

 

We write today to express our strong support for establishing a comprehensive, fair, and transparent 

exclusion process to allow U.S. producers, manufacturers, and importers to request relief, on a case-by-

case basis, from all Section 301 tariffs on imports from China. We applaud your recent announcement of 

a new exclusion process and appreciate your willingness to consider additional exclusion processes. As 

such, we urge the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) to immediately expand its exclusion 

process in order to support American workers, businesses, and our economic recovery. We sincerely 

believe that such a process is a critical component of a worker-centric trade agenda, given that many 

Americans work in industries that are struggling to adjust their supply chains while remaining 

competitive with global competitors and adapting to the pandemic that continues to threaten their lives 

and livelihoods. 

 

We strongly support tough and effective action to address China’s unfair trade practices. China must be 

held accountable for commitments it has made to the United States and for its state-centered and non-

market trade policies that have harmed American workers and the rules-based international trading 

system. We share the view that we need a holistic and pragmatic approach to confront future challenges 

from China and defend our economic interests against unfair competition. 

 

October’s announcement to restart an exclusion process for a limited number of expired tariff exclusions 

is an important first step to help workers in industries that have limited, if any, alternative sourcing 

options as they continue to struggle through the pandemic and supply chain disruptions. That process, 

however, is too narrow, opening only 1 percent of the original exclusion applications for reconsideration. 

Expanding this process to more products is especially important given the significant challenges with 

transparency and procedure in the original exclusion process, as the Government Accountability Office 

found in its July 2021 report to Congress. 

 

The lapse – and continued absence – of critical exclusions have deepened the challenges for businesses 

and their workers, hindering efforts to relocate supply chains in sectors ranging from new-energy vehicles 

to semiconductors by raising the costs of critical inputs, components, and machinery. These increased 

costs are undermining the competitiveness of American manufacturing workers whose inputs are now 

more expensive compared to those made by foreign competitors. Sadly, the Section 301 tariffs have 

broadly impacted U.S. businesses in the manufacturing, agriculture, fishing, retail, energy, technology, 

and services industries. These impacts have been strongest for small-and medium-sized enterprises that 

are less able to absorb the increased cost of tariffs. Section 301 tariffs have also harmed American 

families and consumers by raising prices on a wide range of consumer products. 

 

Given this, we strongly urge the USTR to expand its exclusion process as quickly as possible to give 

American workers, businesses, and families badly needed economic relief. To ensure that this relief is 

meaningful, we urge USTR to broaden the scope of the exclusion process to include all products covered 

under Section 301 tariffs and to ensure meaningful retroactivity to make businesses whole and keep them 



competitive. Moreover, exclusions that you grant should be retroactive significantly earlier than the 

current date of October 12th. There is little reason to charge additional tariffs on covered products during 

the months when no exclusion process existed. This process should also be open on an ongoing basis to 

ensure that American manufacturers can have their needs heard and addressed by their federal 

government. Ultimately, we believe that all U.S. businesses should have the opportunity to make their 

case before the new Administration for why they deserve tariff relief, and that is what we think is fair for 

our constituents.  

 

In addition, we reiterate our longstanding views, in line with issues raised in the aforementioned GAO 

report, that this and any future exclusion process must: 1) be transparent and inclusive for all 

stakeholders; 2) be streamlined, including expedited procedures for those who had been granted 

exclusions in the past; 3) operate consistently across applications and follow defined processes; and 4) 

base decisions on evidence and consistent criteria. USTR should communicate clearly the criteria used for 

decisions in a future exclusion process.  

 

We thank you for your full and fair consideration of our requests, and we look forward to working with 

you and your team to ensure an expanded exclusion process is consistent with U.S. economic, strategic, 

and foreign policy objectives, as well as all applicable laws, rules, and regulations.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron Kind 

Member of Congress 

Darin LaHood 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 

Suzan DelBene 

Member of Congress 

Jackie Walorski 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

GUS M. BILIRAKIS 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

DAVID SCHWEIKERT 

Member of Congress 

/S/ 

GUY RESCHENTHALER 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

A. DREW FERGUSON, IV  

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

BILL JOHNSON 

Member of Congress 



/S/ 

JIM HIMES 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

DONALD S. BEYER JR. 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

BRIAN FITZPATRICK 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

RALPH NORMAN 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER  

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

BETTY MCCOLLUM 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

ADRIAN SMITH 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

EMANUEL CLEAVER 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

GLENN GROTHMAN  

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

CHRIS PAPPAS 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

AUSTIN SCOTT 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

/S/ 

JAMES P. MCGOVERN 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

STEVE WOMACK 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

GWEN MOORE 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

BRAD R. WENSTRUP, D.P.M. 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

TERRI A. SEWELL 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

CAROL D. MILLER  

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

DAVID SCOTT 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

RICHARD HUDSON 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

SUSAN WILD 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

DEAN PHILLIPS  

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

RANDY FEENSTRA 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 



/S/ 

JOHN H. RUTHERFORD 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

RICK LARSEN 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

BRYAN STEIL 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

DAVID G. VALADAO 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

JOE NEGUSE 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

KELLY ARMSTRONG 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

ANGIE CRAIG 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

JULIA BROWNLEY 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

BARRY LOUDERMILK 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

/S/ 

RON ESTES 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

JIMMY PANETTA 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

KIM SCHRIER, M.D. 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

ANDREW R. GARBARINO 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

TIM WALBERG 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

STEPHANIE MURPHY 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

DINA TITUS 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

MARK AMODEI 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

DAVID N. CICILLINE 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

SCOTT H. PETERS 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

JOHN ROSE 

Member of Congress 



/S/ 

HALEY STEVENS 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

SHARICE L. DAVIDS 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

BILLY LONG 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

RICK W. ALLEN 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

JODEY C. ARRINGTON 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

LUCY MCBATH 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

TROY BALDERSON 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

KEVIN HERN 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

MARILYN STRICKLAND 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

LLOYD SMUCKER 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

TOM RICE 

Member of Congress 

/S/ 

COLIN ALLRED 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

JAMES COMER 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

ALAN LOWENTHAL 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

PAT FALLON 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

G. K. BUTTERFIELD 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

TIM BURCHETT 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

ANTHONY GONZALEZ 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

BURGESS OWENS 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

DEBBIE DINGELL 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

BEN CLINE 

Member of Congress 
 

 



/S/ 

GLENN “GT” THOMPSON 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

TOM EMMER 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

FRED KELLER 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

CHARLIE CRIST 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

SETH MOULTON 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

YOUNG KIM 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

STEVEN HORSFORD 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

TOM REED 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

DANNY K. DAVIS 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

KEVIN MCCARTHY 

House Republican Leader 

 

/S/ 

CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS 

Member of Congress 

/S/ 

DEREK KILMER 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

ANNA G. ESHOO 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

MICHELLE STEEL 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

DAVID E. PRICE 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

DAVID P. JOYCE 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

SUZANNE BONAMICI 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

JACKIE SPEIER 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

JASON SMITH 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

NICOLE MALLIOTAKIS 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

MIKE KELLY 

Member of Congress 
 

 



/S/ 

JEFF DUNCAN 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

CINDY AXNE 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

MARIANNETTE MILLER-MEEKS, M.D. 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

THOMAS R. SUOZZI 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

SCOTT DESJARLAIS, M.D. 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

TOM COLE 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

DAN KILDEE 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

WARREN DAVIDSON 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

ANN WAGNER 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

WILLIAM R. TIMMONS IV 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

BRIAN BABIN, D.D.S. 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

DAVID KUSTOFF 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

RONNY L. JACKSON 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

MICHELLE FISCHBACH 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

HENRY CUELLAR 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

CHELLIE PINGREE 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

DAN NEWHOUSE 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

ANDREW S. CLYDE 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

BRETT GUTHRIE 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

CHRISSY HOULAHAN 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

JACK BERGMAN 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

STACEY E. PLASKETT 

Member of Congress 

 

 



/S/ 

JODY HICE 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

JIM COOPER 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

ROBIN L. KELLY 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

STEVE COHEN 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

CAROLYN BOURDEAUX 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

LIZZIE FLETCHER 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

STEVE CHABOT 

Member of Congress 
 

/S/ 

DUSTY JOHNSON 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

VIRGINIA FOXX 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

DAVID ROUZER 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

PETE AGUILAR 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

DOUG LAMALFA 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

SUSIE LEE 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

MIKE THOMPSON 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

JIM COSTA 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

MIKE SIMPSON 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR. 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

KEVIN BRADY 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

VERN BUCHANAN 

Member of Congress 

 

/S/ 

GREG PENCE 

Member of Congress 

/S/ 

KEN BUCK 

Member of Congress 


